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ABSTRACT

Despite the major structural changes brought about to the field of primary school physical
education thanks to the new governing body of official texts stipulating the basic targeted
teaching content as well as the adopted pedagogical curriculum, Tunisian physical education
teachers still lag far behind their counterparts in other countries because of the countless
difficulties and hindrances pertaining to the adverse social attitudes and the vast spectrum of
responsibilities and duties the teacher has to juggle. The adequate accomplishment of such a role
requires, therefore, novel communicative tools and a great deal of pedagogical proficiency with a
view to helping schoolchildren understand and express themselves while taking into
consideration their physical and psychological idiosyncrasies. Hence, a teacher’s role resembles
that of a vigorous animator with regard to the very nature of the open space where the sports
activities are exercised. The tight relationship between the reasonable use of a child’s body and
senses and the success of educational sports activities demands the proper designing of
meaningful teaching-learning situations that feature lively animative roles in order to build
healthy social bonds, encourage excellence and creativity and address violent behavioural
proclivities among the large community of pupils. Hence, combining teaching and animation in
theses educational environments is thought to be indispensible so as to impart positive values
acclaiming the importance of theoretical and practical notions about sports. And this necessitates
varied pedagogical approaches and a broad understanding of all modes of animation in the field
of physical education so as to debunk the common misperceptions about sports, whereby
practicing sports in primary schools has been belittled and considered an insignificant
supplementary activity still unneeded by the pupil. Accordingly, a physical education teacher’s
role and pedgogical contribution has been neglected and disparaged as ineffective. In this scope,
we intend to follow and analyse the pedagogical situations a physical education trainee opts for
to proceed in his session whilst relying on a content-oriented analysis to shed light on the use of
animation and the typology of social situations and animative roles as documented on a trainee’s
prepared notes.

So, what are the salient characteristics of these social situations and animative roles ?
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To what extent can these prepared teaching-learning situations reflect on the entirety of the much
sought-after animative and social roles an animator is expected to fulfill ?

Key words: The animative role, physical education teacher, sports activities
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