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Abstract

The study aimed at identifying how Libyan mothers perceived the disturbing behaviors of children
in early childhood, their methods of dealing with them, and the relationship between these two
variables, as the study followed the analytical descriptive method. A two-scale questionnaire
prepared by the researcher was used to measure behavioral problems in early childhood and to
measure parental treatment methods. The study was conducted on a sample of 251 Libyan mothers
in Malaysia. The results showed that a stubbornness was highest (41.5%), which is a normal
behavior in early childhood stage. The method of Libyan mothers was featured with excessive
spoiling in their treatment of their children. The results also showed a strong positive correlation
between behavioral problems and inappropriate parental treatment methods by mothers. The study
recommended that some measures be taken to educate mothers about the treatment methods of
children in this stage.

Key words: Behavioral problems; early childhood stage; maternal awareness of children's
behaviors; parental treatment methods.
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